Warburloris view of biography.
upon a perusal of those papers, which have been since transferred to me. Sir John Hawkins's ponderous labours, I must acknowledge, exhibit a farrago, of which a considerable portion is not devoid of entertainment to the lovers of literary gossiping ; but besides its being swelled out with long unnecessary extracts from various works (even one of several leaves from Osbnrnu's I larloian Catalogue, and those not compiled by Johnson, but by Oldys), a very small part of it relates to the person who is the .subject of the book ; and, in that, there is such an inaccuracy in the .statement of facts, as in so solemn an authour is hardly excusable, and certainly makes his narrative very unsatisfactory. But what is still worse, there is throughout the whole of it a dark uncharitable cast, by which the most unfavourable construction is put upon almost every circumstance in the character and conduct of my illustrious friend1; who, I trust, will, by a true and fair delineation, be vindicated both from thu injurious misrepresentations of this authour, and from the slighter aspersions of a lady who once lived in great inlimacy with him9, There is, in the British Museum, a letter from Bishop War-burton to Dr. Birch, on the .subject of biography; which, though I am aware it may expose me to a charge of artfully raising the value of my own work, by contrasting it with that of which 1
. ' (IncensuringMr,[jtff]J.Hawkins's book I say: "There is throughout the whole of it a dark, uncharitable cast, which puts the most unfavourable construction on ray illustrious friend's conduct." Malone maintains cast will not do; he will have " malignancy," Is that not too strong? How would "disposition" do? , , , Hawkins is no doubt very malevolent Observe /tow he talks of me as quite unknown? Letters of Bo$ivet!> p. 281. Malone wrote of Hawkins as follows: ' The bishop [Bishop Percy of Dromore] concurred with every other person I have heard speak of Hawkins, in saying1 that he
•was a most detestable fellow. He was „<•„ „„,,„„„).,-,,.. Mlc^ se(, out; -m
the Bishop heard him give a dmvao tcr of Hawkins once that rmiiurtl him In the blackest colours j thmtnh 1 Iyer was by no means apt to drill in such portraits.   Dyer «aid he was a man of the most mtsKhk'vmw, uniimrit-able, and muliKtwnt dispusuinn.   Hiv Joshua Reynolds  observed to me that Hawkins, though U« tvsstimec1 great outward sanctity, wtw not nnlj mean and grovelling in dbiptwiumi but absolutely dishonest.   He neve lived in any real intimacy with l)i Johnson, who never opened his heat to him, or had in fact any nmirat knowledge of his character.1   Prior Afafane, pp, 435-7.    See /««/, V'cl 1764, note. a Mrs, 1'iowi. See fiint, under Juied to be excused paying his share. " And was he excused?" "0 yes; for no man is angry at another for being inferior1 to himself. We all scorned him, and admitted his plea. For my part, I was such a. fool as to pay my share for wine, though I never tasted any. But Sir J ohnwas a most unclubablema.n.nl Madame D'Arblay's Diary, \. 65.
